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lowa's seasonally adjusted jobless
rate dropped to 3.6 percent in
September. The current rate
compares with 4.3 percent for
September 2014.

The number of unemployed lowans
decreased to 61,300 in September.

The U.S. unemployment rate
remained at 5.1 percent in
September.
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The U.S. nonfarm employment
added 142,000 jobs in September
and follows a smaller gain of
136,000 in August. Prior to that, the
nation averaged 245,000 jobs added
per month. The largest gains were in
leisure and hospitality, professional
and business services, and
education and health care.

lowa’s nonfarm employment shed 2,100
jobs in September, the second consecutive
loss for the state and the third loss in 2015.

Manufacturing pared 2,000 jobs with losses
nearly identical in both durable and
nondurable goods manufacturing. Durable
goods factories are down 3,100 jobs
annually while nondurable goods are up
1,800 jobs since last September.

Leisure and hospitality added the most jobs
this month (+1,500). Much of the gain was
in accommodations and food services.

Despite recent losses, nonfarm employment
remains up 23,700 jobs annually.

lowa and U.S. Unemployment Rates—2015
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